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#CloseFCPS  

#SnowDayBookRecommendations 

After you check on the Capital Weather Gang’s 
forecast be sure to check our librarian, Ms. 

Brown’s, list of snow day book  
recommendations! 
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What’s Inside? 

Book vs. Movie: The Giver Survey Stand-off: 
Favorite Afterschool Clubs 

Having What it Takes:  
High-school Credit  
Math Classes 
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Winter Vacation vs. Staycation? 



 Students at Lanier looking for greater challenges, and opportunities, to expand their math skills 

don’t need to look any further than the Algebra Honors and Geometry classrooms. Seventh and eighth 

graders enjoy the curriculum of advanced math courses as much as they do the sense of accomplish-

ment and maturity for tackling a high school credit class. 

 One of the biggest challenges with taking any advanced course isn’t necessarily the content, 

but time management. Eighth grader Duy Nguyen explained how his Geometry homework was option-

al, but important, “I needed the reinforce of homework to fully understand the concept of the subject we 

are learning...You just have to know what [assignment] is more important than the others and it is nev-

er too early to start an assignment that is due later on.” 

 By completing assignments on time students are developing valuable skills for other advanced 

classes. Seventh grader Melissa Trivett hopes to maintain a “90% or higher in all future advanced math 

courses” and has learned “Getting frustrated is not going to do anything for you [in any class]” and rec-

ommends, “making a schedule for yourself.” She even sets a timer for an hour and tries to beat the 

clock!  

 Successfully participating in an advanced math course has rewards beyond just getting good 

grades. Eighth grader Nicole Kirzl learned she can “...deal with a fast-pace course if I really try” and 

would recommend Algebra 1 Honors to anyone who “wants a big challenge” and a sense of accom-

plishment. She adds that having friendly, helpful teachers who are dedicated to “helping us understand 

each lesson completely” makes the challenge more fun. 

 Advanced math classes provide real-world learning opportunities and prepare students who 

already know what careers they want to pursue after college. Eighth grader Jonathan Bradford opted to 

take Algebra I Honors with Ms. Eby because he wanted to build his math skills to prepare for Geome-

try, and eventually become an architect. 

 As we get closer to spring the counseling department will be working with rising 8th graders to 

choose classes for the 2015-2016 school year. If you’re willing for the challenge— and the payoff— of 

an advanced class, be sure to look into the Algebra and Geometry classes! 

Adding Up Opportunity: 

High-School Credit Advanced Math 
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OPINION 

 The novel The Giver, written by Lois Lowry, was released as a movie in August 
2014, and is available now on DVD. Many fans were excited, but left the movie         
disappointed by the errors and changes made. The book was loved by many people, 

and some of the most key and unique parts of the book were either 
modified or just left out. 

 
 

Movie Disappointment #1: Age of Characters: 
 In the book the main characters, Jonas and   
Fiona, are about 12 years old. In the movie the 
characters are way older than that, about 18 years 
old. Therefore, characters’ appearances and      
attitudes greatly differed from the novel. This made 
it harder for fans to relate to the characters and  
understand their actions. 

 
 

Movie Disappointment #2: Sci-Fi Effects: 
In the movie, there were many sci-fi effects, such as touch screens, 
sliding doors from a spaceship and the town was filled with updated technology. In the 
book, the environment seemed to be less sophisticated. The setting was described to 
be more simple and it was upsetting to see sci-fi scenes with holograms and high tech 
drones in the movie. 
 

 
Movie Disappointment #3: Fiona’s Assignment: 

In the novel, Fiona is assigned a caretaker to the 
old. In the movie, Fiona is assigned to be a      
“Nurturer” (someone who takes care of babies). 
Though this might seem small, it was surprising to 
many people when Fiona was assigned a different 

job than she had in the book. 
 
Score:  

Movie Vs. Book :  The Giver 

By Ritika Thope 

EEN Movie “Worth the Watch?”  

Feather Rating system 

 

= Watch it on Netflix on a sick day 

 

= Rent it from Redbox 

= Borrow the DVD from a friend and 
watch it together 

 

= Buy the digital DL from Amazon 

 
= Get the DELUX edition as soon 

as the DVD hits store shelves! 

BOOK VS. MOVIE REVIEW 
Page 3 



Page 4 
LMS SURVEY STAND-OFF 

What are the most popular after school clubs at Lanier on late-bus days? 

with Alexandra Morris 

Lanier’s Afterschool Program, led by Mr. Dejo, offers so many won-

derful options for extracurricular activities. The Eagle Eye News 

team asked YOU which late-bus day clubs you enjoyed the most! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survey Standoff: Would You Rather…? 

Monday Wednesday Thursday 

1. Girls Volleyball 

2. Games Room 

3. Publishing Club 

1. Drama/Theatre Sports 

2. Eco Club 

3. Games Room 

1.Anime Club 

2. Yearbook Club 

3.Basketball Academy 

...be stung by bees or get a bad sunburn? 

Lanier Survey Says:  633% of students would prefer a sunburn over a  bee stings (27% of students). 

...be very wealthy with no friends or be poor with many friends? 

Lanier Survey Says: 81%  of students would rather have friends over money (18% of students). 

...be blind for the rest of your life or unable to talk for the rest of your life? 

Lanier Survey Says:  72% of students would choose being mute (while 28% would lose their sense of sight). 

What are the most popular apps used at Lanier? 

 

 

 

Help Us With Our Spring Edition Survey!  

Did you know: Lanier Middle School has one of the big-
gest BYOD programs in FCPS? We want to know: what 
apps do YOU use on your device? Tell us now by click-

ing or going to http://tinyurl.com/LMSNews15  

http://tinyurl.com/LMSNews15
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Dear Lanier Bot, 

 I am behind in all my clas-

ses. I am getting bad grades 

on my tests, quizzes, and 

homework assignments. 

My friends all get to hang 

out after school because they 

already finished their home-

work. 

Thanks, 

   Stuck at home 

 

Dear Stuck at home, 

If you are stuck at home 

working on a homework as-

signment, you should talk 

to your teacher about your 

grades and staying after 

school for a session.   

I guarantee they 

would be happy to stay and 

help you with catching 

up with your class.  Also, 

you can ask a friend to 

Dear Unorganized, 

The best way to organize all of your handouts 

is to have folders or dividers in your binder. 

If you are going to use folders, have one for 

each class and then label them. If you want to 

put dividers in your  binder, label or color-

code the dividers with your class names and 

then sort out your papers into what ever sub-

ject they fit into. At the end of each quarter 

go through all of your papers and decide what 

you need to keep. 

    Hope this helps, 

        The Lanier-Bot 

Dear Lanier-Bot, 

I do all my homework, but I always forget where 

I put it when I get to class. All my handouts are 

all over the place, and I can never figure out how 

to organize everything. Since I forget where I put 

things when I get to class I’m getting a zeros on 

assignments.  

  What should I do, 

       Unorganized 

 

Ask the Lanier-Bot! 

 Hands full 

Dear Hands Full, 

  You don’t have to carry everything 

you have to all your classes. 

Depending on where your class and lock-

er is, carry all that you need.  You 

should make a plan on when you are go-

ing to your locker and what supplies 

you should carry. You won’t be late to 

class anymore! 

Dear Lanier Bot, 

 I am always late to my classes, but I 

don’t want to carry all of my stuff eve-

rywhere I go!  Going to my locker be-

tween every class period is not working. 

    Help, 

Logical advice  

with a heart! 

ADVICE COLUMN 



#CloseFCPS? More like #readFCPS! 
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Book recommendations from the LMS librarian, with Colleen Fisher 

 

Snow days are on the horizon, and if you need something to read by the  
roaring fire, then check out these books recommended by our librarian,  

Mrs. Brown! 
 

 
Brown Girl Dreaming, Jacqueline Woodson 
This book is the authors own autobiography, with her growing up in 
the days of The Jim Crow laws, written in free verse  
poetry! 
 
 
 
 

 The Contract, by Derek Jeter 

This fictional book written by New York Yankees’ Derek Jeter, 
is a nice fictional novel about a young boy who dreams of 
playing Major League baseball. When he  
enters the Little League, When he starts the season, his par-
ents make him sign a contract- good grades in school or no 
baseball. Will Derek keep his word, or will he be out for the 
season? 
 

 
 

Caminar, by Skila Brown 
 

For those for of an action fan, you will like this. Set in 1981, a young 
Guatemala boy must protect his village from  
soldiers that raid the camp. He flees the village, and he joins a 
group of guerillas, and must save his grandmother before the sol-
diers move to his grandmother’s village in the mountains. Will he 
save his grandmother? Or will he die trying? 
 

So there you have it– if you see #closeFCPS on Twitter here are three good books to 
read curl up by the fire and #readFCPS! 

#readFCPS 
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Vacation, Staycation, Relaxation 
with Madalyn Stephens 

Favorite winter vacation memories can include “staycations”, like deciding how to re-
decorate a room and catching up on a good book, or adventures  to a warm sunny places. Stu-
dents and teachers share their favorite memories and vacation spots.  
 
 Seventh grader Alexandra Morris reminisced, “I enjoy going too my grandparents house 
while driving down with our dog, Rio, every year. My favorite memory is the first year we went 
down waking up on Christmas morning. Since I didn’t think I was going to get any gifts, seeing so 
many presents under the tree was so exciting!”  
 
 Seventh graders Ritika Thope and Pouya Parsinejad  agreed that snow + no school = per-
fect sledding weather. “When I was in second grade we had a huge blizzard, and the snow was 
really thick ,” Ritka described. “When my dad went to work it took him seven hours to get back 
home. Winter Break for us was supposed to be one week long and because if all of the snow it 
was two weeks long!” Pouya’s snow memory had the potential for disaster, “One day while sled-
ding down the hill I hit a small bump that I couldn’t see. I went flying into the air, and landed 
face first into a mound of snow!” 
 
 With more than ten  snow days built into the FCPS calendar for the 2014-2015 school 
year, many students (and teachers) are hoping to score a few additional mini-vacations before 
spring.  
 
 

Teacher’s Vacation Memories 

Ms. Agrasto, Math 7&8 

One of my favorite memories was starting a Nerf gun war and going too my        parents’ home in 
Buffalo. 
 
Mr. Eastman, Math 7 
For many years we would go to Ocean City or Myrtle Beach for Christmas. Even if the weather 
was cold, it was fun to do all of the touristy things without the crowds! 
 

Ms. Dubray, Art 7&8 

One wonderful memory was decorating a Hanukkah bush with my two sisters and being so excit-
ed... until I saw my friends’ Christmas tree! 
 
Mr. Tennison, Science 7 
I was in Alaska and next to my grandparents’ house was a big hill. My dad started to sled down, 
and at the bottom there was a ravine. He slid in and went about halfway over the road before 
hitting the ground! 



Lanier Middle School: Home of the Eagles  

The Eagle Eye Newspaper wants to 
represent the interests of all students 

at Lanier.  

 
Join us and find out how you can be-

come a member of EEN! Meetings are 
after school every Monday, from 3:10-
4:30, in room 206 with Mrs. Eastman.  

We hope to see you there! 

What did we miss? 
 

Publishing Club Staff 

 Ritika Thope 

 Colleen Fisher 

 Madalyn Stephens 

 Alexandra Morris 

 Tyler Crocker 

 

 

Winter 2015 Word Search 

Can you find these chilly terms? 

http://animoto.com/play/zFRntkRRl4TLXvQKvHLcMw
http://animoto.com/play/zFRntkRRl4TLXvQKvHLcMw

