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2nd Annual NoVa Mini Maker Faire Set for March 15, 2015 

Makers, Activities and Speakers Announced 
 

(Reston, Virginia, February March 2, 2015)  The NoVa Maker Faire is gearing up for its 
second annual family-friendly event that will bring more than 100 makers to a fun-filled day 
celebrating the diversity of makers across the region. The Faire will take place on March 15, 
2015 from 10am to 5 pm at Langston Hughes Middle School and South Lakes High School 
in Reston, Virginia.  
 
Today, the final plans for the Faire are announced including: participating Makers, activities, 
speakers and sponsors. Makers will share their knowledge through hands-on projects for 
adults and kids on topics ranging from blacksmithing and primitive skills to 3D printing, 
drones and robots to building customized equipment for special needs children to creative 
art-making. Makers will be grouped in neighborhoods by their topic. Neighborhoods include:  
Young Makers, Creativity Lane, Drone Zone, Robotics, 3D Printing Village, Science Lab, 
Flight Path, Sustainability Village, and more. 
 
There’s something for everyone at the Faire. The Chaos Machine is a large marble machine 
that can be modified by participants. Gravity is Optional presents science experiments you 
can do at home. In Top Drones, presented by Nova Labs, you can fly a drone from 
RhinoHawk, to be used to counter poaching in South Africa. The DC Area Drone User 
Group will also demonstrate drone design and capabilities.   
 
Jennifer Gluck of JenmadeIt and Jade Garret will present adaptive equipment for special 
needs children. Jade’s work was recently showcased in the George Mason University 
Alumni magazine.   
 
Area schools will present their programs including makerspaces at Camelot Elementary 
School, Kilmer Middle Schools and Falls Church High School; the STEAM program at South 
Lakes High School which creates an annual public art project on a lake; Robotics program 
at Westfield High School, and the maker program at Loudoun Country Day School.  
 
Several area makerspaces are participating including Nova Labs, the Faire host; George 
Mason University Makers, Techshop Arlington, FredWorks (Fredericksburg) and Staunton 
Makerspace.   
 
Artistic topics include hand spinning yarn, creating art from recycled materials, 3D printed 
artwork, woodworking, and making ArtBots presented by the Children’s Science Center.   
 
A complete list of makers can be found on our website at http://makerfairenova.com/call-for-
makers/meetthemakers/. 
 

http://makerfairenova.com/call-for-makers/meetthemakers/
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There will also be five activities for Faire-goers to try:  Nerdy Derby, Catapults and Ballistas, 
KEVA Planks, GEMS Take Apart Zone and Demo-Vation with UpCycle Creative Reuse 
Center. Nerdy Derby is a no-rules* miniature car building and racing competition inspired by 
the Cub Scouts’ Pinewood Derby. In the Catapults and Ballistas you can explore trajectory, 
torsion, torque, force, and materials using these safe tools. KEVA Planks are addictive 
small building blocks to build and explore with - fun for children and adults. In the GEMS 
Take Apart Zone you can disassemble machines to explore how things work. And then in 
the adjacent Demo-Vation with UpCycle Creative Reuse Center you can create something 
new out of these discarded elements. 
 
The Faire will include eight speakers this year including: Dr. Lance Bush, CEO of The 
Challenger Center for Space Science Education; Jennifer Gluck who creates DIY adaptive 
equipment for special needs children; Vicky Somma, winner 2014 White House 3D Printed 
Design Challenge; and Chris Vo, Chief Scientist at Sentien Robotics and President of DC 
Area Drone User Group. The complete speaker list, speaker bios and schedule can be 
found on the attachment.  
 
A mobile website will be available the week of the Faire to provide a map, schedule, listing 
of makers, speaker schedule and other information, http://m.makerfairenova.com.  
 
Food will be available for sale on site by area food trucks including:  Doug the Food Dude, 
Fava Pot, Hardy BBQ, Mama’s Donut Bites and Tasty Kabob. 
 
Advance tickets are available online now. Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for children 
through March 14, 2015. Tickets at the door are $20 for adults and $8 for children. 
Volunteer opportunities are still available which include a free admission ticket.  Register at 
http://makerfairenova.com/volunteers/.  
 
NoVa Mini Maker Faire is independently organized by Nova Labs and is operated under 
license from Maker Media, Inc.  
 
Sponsors include: Fairfax County Public Schools, Fairfax Connector, The Innovation Fund 
of the Community Foundation for Northern Virginia, Google, AOL, School for Tomorrow, 
Reston Association, and Merrill Lynch. Community partners include: Reston Community 
Center, GEMS (Girls in Engineering, Math & Science), and Workhouse Arts Center. Media 
sponsors include Activity Rocket and Reston Association.   
 

# # # 
 
Media Contact:  Jeanne Loveland, contact@makerfairenova.com  (703.467.8465) 
 
Event Details: 

2nd Annual NoVa Mini Maker Faire  
Sunday, March 15, 2015, 10am – 5pm 

South Lakes High School, 11400 South Lakes Dr., Reston, Virginia 
Langston Hughes Middle School, 11401 Ridge Heights Rd, Reston, Virginia 

Tickets: Regular – through 3/14/15 - Adults $15; Children $5 
At the door, 3/15/15 - Adults $20; Children $8 

Purchase at http://makerfairenova.com/attend/tickets 

http://m.makerfairenova.com/
http://makerfairenova.com/volunteers/
mailto:contact@makerfairenova.com
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Transportation: Free parking is available at the Wiehle-Reston East Metro station in the County 
garage. Free shuttle bus service will be provided from the south side of the Metro station to 
Langston Hughes Middle School and South Lakes High School.  Only handicapped parking is 
available at the schools.  A bike valet will be available at the event. 
 
Contact  For additional information about the NoVa Mini Maker Faire or volunteer 

opportunities http://makerfairenova.com   
Mobile site http://m.makerfairenova.com 
 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/NoVaMiniMakerFaire  
Google+ https://plus.google.com/+Makerfairenova1 
Twitter @makerfairenova 
Pinterest http://www.pinterest.com/makerfairenova/  
 
 
About Nova Labs 
Nova Labs is a community-based Makerspace in Reston, Virginia created in 2011 for the 
purpose of empowering everyone to rediscover the joy of making things. By providing the 
space, resources and mentorship for innovation and creation, Nova Labs creates a model to 
inspire the next generation of scientists, engineers, technologists, and entrepreneurs. 
 
Nova Labs’ mission is to provide a community workshop where people can learn, teach, 
and collaborate on creative and technical works and to promote the usefulness of 
competence in the technical arts. “All kids — and adults — need more encouragement to 
follow their curiosity and be innovative problem solvers,” says Brian Jacoby, president of 
Nova Labs. “The Mini Maker Faire celebrates working with raw materials, engaging kids’ 
minds, and helping them to become critical thinkers.” 
 
About Maker Faire 
Maker Faire is the Greatest Show (and Tell) on Earth—a family-friendly showcase of invention, 
creativity and resourcefulness, and a celebration of the Maker movement. It’s a place where 
people show what they are making, and share what they are learning.  
 
Makers range from tech enthusiasts to crafters to homesteaders to scientists to garage 
tinkerers. They are of all ages and backgrounds. The aim of Maker Faire is to entertain, inform, 
connect and grow this community. 
  
The original Maker Faire event was held in San Mateo, CA in 2006 and in 2014 celebrated its 
ninth annual show with over 1,100 makers and 130,000 people in attendance. World Maker 
Faire New York, the other flagship event, has grown in five years to 830 makers and 85,000 
attendees. Atlanta, Detroit, Kansas City, Orlando, Milwaukee and Rome, Oslo, Tokyo, 
Newcastle, and Shenzhen are the home of “featured” 2014 Maker Faires and over 120 
community-driven, independently organized Mini Maker Faires are now being produced around 
the United States and the world. (www.makerfaire.com  
 
About MAKE Magazine 
MAKE is the first magazine devoted entirely to Do-It-Yourself (DIY) technology projects. MAKE 
unites, inspires, informs, and entertains a growing community of resourceful people who 
undertake amazing projects in their backyards, basements, and garages. MAKE celebrates your 
right to tweak, hack, and bend any technology to your will. 
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Photos  
Photos are available at: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9zn14usqterevnq/AACXM4oRuqlH4uUUMD1WiXHQa?dl=0 
 
 
 

   
GEMS (Girls in Engineering, Math & 
Science) Take Apart Zone 
Credit - Carl Hutzler 

Blacksmithing 
Credit - Everest Gromoll

 

  
   
Drone from DC Area Drone Group 
credit – DC Area Drone Group

 Solutions for special needs by Jennifer 
 Gluck, Maker and Speaker 
 Credit - Jennifer Gluck 
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Children building with KEVA Planks.   
Over 10,000 KEVA Planks will be 
available for building during the Faire. 
Credit - Ken Scheel, KEVA Planks 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vicki Somma, winner 2014 White House 3D 
Printed Design Challenge, will present “3D 
Printing Without a Printer” 
Credit – Vicki Somma 

 


